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a bird came approaching, rid-  sign of disaster.

As the year 1519
began, the Aztecs
were jittery. It was
the end of the 52-
year cycle. Would -
the god Quetzalcoatl e -~
return to destroy the ;Que i
empire? Strange pasa?
things began to hap-
pen. A temple caught
fire and burned to
the ground. A ball of
fire streaked across
the sky. These events
seemed signs of
terrible times to
come. The Aztecs’
fears came true

in a way that none
of them could have
imagined.

A Tue Azrecs
were shocked by
Cortés’s huge
ships. They had

=
never seen any- : Q

thing like them

| before. The

% Aztec name for
o them was

> SPANISH EXPLORER )/ “mountain

and conqueror built on the

Hernan Cortés K= water”

arrived in Ten- §/ and “house

ochtitlan in 1519, /' that moves —
just as the 52- across the A e S
year cycle was sea.” = : ==

ending. He want- \

ed gold for him-

self and Spain.
Determined to

earn riches and Q
the approval of ( )
the King of Spain,

he planned to

conquer the Aztec
empire. According

to legend, after he
arrived in Mexico,
Cortés burned his

ships, so his men
couldn't leave.

They would have

to stay and fight.

4 » THE AMAZED
Aztecs watched as
Cortés and his
500 men rode
into the city on
what looked like
huge dogs. They
carried magical
weapons that
rained fire down
from the sky.
They spoke a
strange language.
Were they gods
or demons?
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A CoRTES OFFERED
Montezuma trib-
ute. The Aztec
leader feared Cor-
tés might be Que-
tzalcoat returning
to destroy the city,
but offered him a
large gold disk,
hoping to impress
him. Cortés was
impressed. He
wanted all the
gold he could get!

< THIS FANCIFUL
drawing of
Montezuma was
done by a 19th-
century European.

» CoRTES S0ON
took Montezuma
prisoner, and
fighting broke out
between the
Aztecs and the
Spanish soldiers.
In the fighting,
Montezuma was
killed. The exact
cause of his death
is not known. He
may have been
killed by the
Spanish, or he
may have been
killed by his own
people, who had
lost confidence in
his leadership.
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» WITHIN TEN
years of Cortés’s
conguest, all of
Mexico was under
Spanish rule.
Europeans

brought smallpox

and other new
diseases that
killed millions of
the native peo-
ples. The Aztecs
scattered. Many
were forced into
slavery. The
empire of the fifth
sun was over. At
right is a figurine
with the disfigur-
ing marks of
smallpox.

A Tue AzTECS WERE
no match for the
Spanish with
their cannons,
guns, and metal
armor. Cortés put
together a large
fighting force,
which included
many of the
Aztecs’ enemies.
Having been

forced to pay trib-
ute to Aztecs and
watch their people
being taken away
for use as human
sacrifices, many
hated the Aztecs.
By 1521, the city
of Tenochtitlan
was in ruins.
More than
100,000 Aztecs
starved to death
or died in the
fighting.



The Artec Legacy

Though the Aztec empire ended, descen-
dants of the Aztecs remain. Some tradi-
tions from the once mighty civilization
still exist today.

A Mexico Ciry, THE
capital of modern-
day Mexico, was
built on top of
what was once
Tenochtitlan. The
National Palace

A THE ISLAND GAR-
dens of Xochi-
milco (So-chee-
MEAL-co) are a
reminder of
Mexico’s Aztec
past. The name
comes from a
word meaning
“where the flow-
ers grow” in the
Aztec language,
Nahuatl (NAH-
wahtl). Seed beds
for these island
gardens are built

(above) was built
on the foundation
of Montezuma’s
palace. In 1978,
an electric worker
digging in the

streets discovered
a large statue of
an Aztec goddess.
Shortly after, the
base of the Great
Temple was
uncovered.

on reed mats that
float in a lake.
The area is a
popular tourist
spot, where
people visit the
gardens in color-
ful flat-bottomed
boats. Today, it
is also a World
Heritage site,
which means it

is designated as a
place that should
be preserved and
protected.

> TobaY, PEOPLE iN
northern Veracruz
(a state on the
Gulf of Mexico)
celebrate the
Volador, a cers-
mony that dates
back to Aztec
times. Mexican
men dressed like
birds spiral on
ropes to the
ground from the
top of a huge
pole. Each man
circles the pole
13 times, the
number of days
in an Aztec week.
Above is an illus-
tration of the
Volador long ago.

A ANOTHER REMINDER
of Mexico's Aztec

past waves proud-
ly all over the city.
It is Mexico’s flag,

with the eagle and
the cactus in the
center, the symbol
of Tenochtitlan.

> In NovemBer,
when you sit
down to a hearty
meal on Thanks-
giving Day,
remember the
Aztecs. Like

chocolate, the
turkey was first
brought back to
Europe by the
Spanish around
1519. The Aztecs
called this bird a



uexotl, but when that came origi-

it made its way nally from the
from Spain to area around
dinner tables in Turkey.

Britain, the British
renamed it turkey
after another bird

A NExT TIME YOU
sip hot chocolate
or eat a candy
bar, thank the
Aztecs. A favorite
drink of the rich
was xocatl, a
bitter-tasting
drink made from
the cacao bean.
This is where our
word chocolate
comes from. At
the Aztec court in

A THE LARGEST

collection of Aztec

artifacts is in
Mexico City’s

National Museum
of Anthropology,

1519, Montezuma
served it 1o
Cortés. Cortés
took it back to

Spain, where
cooks sweetened
it with cinnamon
and vanilla and
served it hot, just
as we do today.
Above, a Mexican
family enjoys hot
chocolate served
in special cups.

< DESCENDANLS OF
the Aztecs, called
the Nahua (NAH-
wah), number
over 1.4 million,
Some still speak
Nahuat!, the Aztec
language. Many
Mexicans have an
interest in their
nation’s Aziec
past. Reminders
can still be found
in celebrations
like this sun
dance ceremony,
in which the peo-
ple ask the jaguar
god for rain.

with items from
serving dishes to
gold-plated stat-
ues. Above is a
snarling, crouch-
ing stone jaguar.



Sun Worshippers

The sun was an important image in Aztec art.
Clay suns are still made in Mexico by the Nahua,
the descendants of the Aztecs. Here is how you
can make a clay sun to decorate your room.

MareniaLs:

1 cup flour

% cup of salt

% cup of water

tempera paint (gold and other colors)
acrylic gloss varnish

DirecTions:

2. On a piece of scrap paper, drawa 3. Put the paper circle on the dough

flour. Stir in about half the water, circle with a diameter of about 4 and cut around it. Remove the paper
then gradually add the rest of the inches. Gut out the circle. and move the dough to a cookie
water. On a piece of wax paper or a sheet with a spatula. If it loses its
pastry board, knead the dough until shape around the edges, wet your

it is smooth. Then roll or pat it out fingers and reshape it.

until it is about % inch thick.

4. With the extra dough, use a plas- 5. Bake in a preheated oven at 325 6. When the baked dough has

tic knife to make eyes, nose, mouth, degrees for about 1% hours. cooled, paint with tempera paints
and triangular shapes to put around mixed with a little acrylic gloss var-
the sun. Attach the shapes to the nish (about % paint to % varnish).

sun with wet fingers. Make a small
hole in the top for hanging the sun.



MORE READING
ON AZTECS

Books ror GHILDREN
« David Carrasco and Scott
Sessions, Daily Life of the
Aztecs, Greenwood, 1998.
« Imogen Dawson, Clothes
and Crafts in Aztec Times,
Gareth Stevens Publishing,
2000.

« Robert Hull, The Aztecs,
Raintree-Steck-Vaughn,
1998.

@ Eric Kimmel, Montezuma
and the Fall of the Aztecs,
Holiday House, 2000.
w-Anthony Mason and
Andrea Pinkney, editors,
Aztec Times, Simon and
Schuster, 1997.

Books FoR AouLts

@ Maurice Collis, Cortés
and Montezuma, New
Directions, 1999.

& Serge Gruzinksi, The
Aztecs: Rise and Fall of an
Empire, Harry Abrams,
1992.

& Miguel Leon-Portilla,
Broken Spears, Beacon
Press, 1992.

@ Michael Smith, editor,
The Aztecs, Blackwel!
Publishers, 1996.

The Aztecs made a
drink out of choco-
late. Can you make
words out of it?
Use the letters in
the word chocolate
to make as many
four- and five-letter
and longer words
as you can. Some
answers are on the
back page. You can
probably come up
with more words.

Aztec Word Search

Find these 10 words thataréweminders of the Aztecs:
ocarina, chocolategturkey. flag, ea?mjélg&a:, Valador, codex,
glyph, gold. Wordsanay he wiitten forward gbackward.
vertically, herizofitally. or diagonally. A, ™
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Match each name with its description.

~ ~

____ 1. Tenochtitlan
___ 2.Texcoco
___ 3. chinampas
4 Great Speaker
_____ 5 Montezuma ll
_____ 6. Quetzalcoat!
__ 7."sun”

_____ 8.“nothing days”
_____ 9.Hernan Cortés
___10. Nahua

a. Feathered Serpent

b. another term for “all-powerful ruler”
¢. unlucky time for Aztecs

d. Aztec capital city

e. Spanish conqueror of Aztecs

f. lake where Aztec capital was located
g. descendants of Aztecs

h. 52-year time period

i. last Aztec ruler

j. artificial islands
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Auswens: Pace 14: Who was Dofia Marina, and how did
she help Cortés? Dofia Marina’s birth name was Mal-
intzin. bt the Spanish later haptized her Dofia Marine.
She came from Vera Cruz, most likely of noble birth.
Daria Marina served as a ¢rucial link in Cortes's under-
standing of the Aztecs. She could speak both Maya and
Nahuatl. and a man from the Yucatan could translate
Maya into Spanish. With these two translators, Cortés
was able understand the Astecs. Doiia Marina is shown,
at Cortés’s side in the picture af the top of page 15.
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7.h: 8. c: 9. e; 10, g, Cuocoware Wosns: Four-letter
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